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Accents in French





Accents are only found OVER letters.


Apostrophes are only found BETWEEN letters.





What does the accent look like ?�
What is its name ?�
Example�
Why is it there ?�
�



â  ê   î   ô   û�



circumflex�
hôtel





être�
indicates that as the language evolved, a letter was removed�
�



ç�



cedilla�
garçon





français�
turns the "k" sound to an "s" sound�
�



é�



acute accent�
téléphone





supermarché�
makes the "e" sound like the vowel sound in "say"�
�



è�



grave accent�
très





mère�
makes the "e" sound like the vowel sound in "let"�
�



ë   ï    ö    ü�



diaeresis�
Noël





naïf�
shows that the second vowel is pronounced separately�
�



NOTE:





As well as changing the sound of a letter, accents are used to differentiate between two otherwise identical words:





a = (he/she/it) has		à = at / to				la = the (feminine)		là = there


te = you			té = tea				du = some (masculine)  	dû = had to


ou = or			où = where				de = of			dé = dice






































