Memory Map (French)

Context

This is a memory map activity, originally conceived for a Y10 GCSE group, but which could be adapted to any year group in KS3 or KS4 and to most topics.

Purpose:

· To revise the GCSE topic of weather.

· To provide pupils with a basis from which to start weather in the future tense for prediction (Modular GCSE 2B)

Necessary prior learning

None necessary.  This activity can be done to revise vocabulary which pupils have not seen for some time, or to introduce a new topic.

Preparation

You will need:

· one or two copies of the memory map on A3 or A4 (I used A4 card), depending on the layout of your classroom and how you intend to manage the activity.  It is a good idea to laminate the card if this is possible.

· One blank of the map per group of pupils.  It is a good idea to enlarge this to A3.    

· An OHT of the complete map for use after the activity would also be useful.  

Managing the activity

Step 1:
Tell pupils that they are going to do an activity which will enable them to revise for a new topic, and that they will encounter some short sentences which will be useful to them in their GCSE preparation.

Step 2:
Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5.  Tell each group to decided who will be Person A, who B and so on.  Explain that all members of the group will have to work together to memorise what is on the card, including the pictures.  Members of the group will have to come out one by one (A, then B, then C and so on) to look at the card.  They will then have to go back to their group to either dictate or write down what they have seen.  You can either stick the card to the wall somewhere those still seated can’t see it, or, as I did, hold it up to show the memorisers at the back of the room for a slow count of 10. 

Step 3:
Give pupils a limited time (about 15 seconds is good) in which to write down what they have seen.  When each member of the groups has had a turn, give the groups a minute to decide which two people in their group are going to have another look at the card.  Show the card therefore to two more groups of pupils.

Debriefing

Work with the whole class to piece together the sentences and their associated pictures on the board.  Then compare it with the original so that pupils can see how successful their memorising strategies were.

Follow up

1. Pupils can make their own copy of the map for personal use and revision purposes.

2. Pupils can use the completed map as a basis for writing in the future tenses or nouns such as “pluie”.

3. Pupils can use the completed map as a basis for writing their own weather forecast, either in the present tense or in the future.  This can also be combined with activities – “A Paris il pleuvra donc je vais aller au cinema.”

Copies of resources follow.
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