	cinq
	compas
	verts

	deux
	règle
	violette

	quatre
	ciseaux
	blanches

	rouges
	oranges
	grises

	six
	stylos
	marron

	trois
	trousses
	rose

	un
	sept
	feutres

	un
	bâton de colle
	calculettes

	un
	crayon
	jaune

	un
	taille-crayon
	bleu

	une
	bic
	noir

	une
	gomme
	violet


Dans ma trousse

Context

This is a classification exercise in French suitable for a Year 7 group.  Pupils will need to have learned classroom vocabulary, numbers up to 10 and colours.
Purpose

· To introduce pupils to the concept of gender, number and adjectival agreement.

· To enable pupils to use thinking and reasoning skills.

· To enable pupils to practise gender, number and adjectival agreement in the context of classroom objects.

Preparation

You will need:

· A set of the cards cut up for each pair/group

· A set of the cards on OHT for yourself (or enlarged to stick on the board)

Managing the activity

Ask pupils to sort the words into categories.  They decide in their pairs or groups what those categories will be and how many of them there will be.  They will have to explain and justify their categories to the rest of the class during the debrief.  Set a time limit of 10-12 minutes.
Debriefing

Ask groups what categories they have and which words are in those categories.  Can they give a title to the categories ?  Invite other groups to comment.  You can put the groups up on the board.  This will stimulate discussion about gender and number, as some groups will have sorted according to gender and others to number.  It reinforces the idea that every noun and adjective has to have both a gender and a number in French.  E.g. the word “calculettes” belongs to a feminine category and a plural category.
Follow-up activities

Pupils use the same cards and sort them out into the correct 12 combinations of number+object+colour.  This will also reinforce the notion of word order when describing objects in French.
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